http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

358 BUFFON’S

ther they swallowed any of this higquor or net

is uncertain ; but on being taken ont they ap-

peared nearly as vigorous as ever. After being

carried to the mother, however, one died the

same day; but whether by any accident, or by.

what it had suifered while timmersed in the li-

quid, and deprived of air, I could not deter-

mine. The other lived, as well as the first,
and both throve equally with those which had

net gone through the same trials.

This expe-

rimentI never carried farither; butIsaw enough

to convince me that respiration is less necessa-

ry to a new-born, than to a grown animal ;
and that it might be possible, v ith proper pre-

cautions, to keep the foramen ovale from being

closed, and thus produce excellent divers, and
different kinds of amphibious animals, which
might live equally in air or in water.

The air, on its first admission into the lungs,
cenerally meets with some obstacle, occasioned
by a liquid collected in the wind-pipe.
obstacle is more or less great, in proportion as
the liquid is more or less viscous. At its birth,
however, the infant raises it head, which before
reclined on its breast, and by this movement
the canal of the wind-pipe is lengthened, the
air obtains a place, and forces the liquid into
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