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the lungs : and by dilating the broncliia, it
distributes over their coats the mucous sub-
stance which opposes its passage.  The super-
fluity of this moistare is presently dried up by
the renewal of the air 5 or, if' the infant is -
commoded by it, it coughs, and at length re-
licves itself by expectoration, which, as it has
not yet the strength to spit, is seen to flow from
the mouth.

As we remember nothing of what happened
to us at this period, it is impossible to deter-
mine what feelings the impression of air pro-
duces in a new-born infant. Its cries, however,
ihe instant it first draws breath, are pretty cer-
tain signs of the pain it feels from the action of
the air. Till the moment of its birth, the in-
fant is accustomed to the mild warmth of a
tranquil liquid ; and we may suppose, thatthe
action of a fluid, whose temperature is unequal,
oives too violent a shock to the delicate fibres
of its body. By warmth and by cold it seems
to be equally affected; in every situation it
complains, and pain appears to be its first, its
only sensation.

For some days after they are brought into the
world, most animals have their eye-lids closed.
Infants open them the moment of their birth,
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