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NATURAL HISTORY. 9

their tecth children lose their sprightliness, and
become peevish and restless.  The gums are
at first red and swelled, and afterwards, when
the pressure is ready to intercept the course of
the blood in the veins, they appear white.
'They are constantly applying their fingers to
the affected part as if endeavouring to assuage
its irritation s they obtain farther relief by put-
ting into their mouth a bit of ivory, coral, or
any other hard and polished substance they axe
sapplied with, which they rub on that part of
the gumns that is most affected. This action
relaxes the parts, and afferds a momentary
cessation of the pain; it also helps to atienuate
the membrane of the gum, which, from the
double pressureit then sustains, must breal {he
more easily; yet this laceration, or rupture of
the gums, is frequently attended with no small
degree of pain and danger.  When the gums
are more firm than usual, by the solidity of the
fibres of which they are composed, their re-
sistance to the action of the tooth is more ob-
stinate, and occasions an inflamation, with all
its deadly symptoms. In order to preclude this,
an incision may be successfully made on the
gum, by means of which minute operation
YOL. IV. C the
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