
NATURAL HISTORY. 11

There are four other teeth still, which are

Situated at the extremity of each jaw, but

which every person does not have. These

seldom appear till the age of puberty, and

sometimes later; they are called dentes sa

picntie, or wisdom-teeth, and either appear one

after another, or two at a time. The only

reason of there being a variety in the number

of teeth, which is from 28 to 32, is the irre

giilarity of the wisdom-teeth. Women, it has

been observed, have generally fewer teeth than

men.

Some authors pretend that the teeth would

continue to grow through life, if it were not

for their continual attrition, occasioned by the

food on which man subsists, and increase in

size (as is the case in several animals) in pro

portion as lie advances in age. But this opi

B ion is contradicted by experience; for persons

who live wholly on liquid nutriment have not

teeth longer than those who live on solid food,

and if any thing is capable of wearing the

teeth, it is rather their mutual friction one

against another than rnastication. Besides,

they possibly deceive thernsel yes by confound

ing teeth with tusks, as to the growth of tlio
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