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been infected with the venereal virus, by nurses

suckling the children of other women.

Were mothers to suckle their own offspring

it is probable the latter would be more strong

and vigorous. The milk of a stranger must

be less proper for them than that of the ino

ther, for as the fetus is nourished in the ma

trix by a fluid, which bears a strong resern

blance to the milk that 3 formed in the breasts,

the infant, therefore, is already, as it were,

habituated to the milk of its mother. The

milk of any other woman, on the contrary, is

a nourishment new to the child, and sometimes

o different from the other that it is difficult

to make the child take it: and if forced will

sicken and languish, from not being able to

digest the milk of the nurse; a circumstance

which, if the consequences are not season

ably prevented by the subsitution of another

nurse, soon proves fatal.

1 cannot help observing, that the custom

of crowding a multitude of children into one

place, as in the hospitals of large cities, is

highly repugnant to what ought to be thegrand

object proposed, their preservation. The

greatest part of such children fall victims to a

kind
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