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20 BUIFON'S

lips should be closed and then opened with
quickness, and for that of A, that they should
Le first opened and then closed with celerity.
The articulation of the other consonants sup-
poses motions more complicated.  The pro-
nunciation of ' D G I, N ¢ R Sand T de-
pendeach on a particular action of the tongue,
which it would be very dificult to explain;
and for the pronunciation of I, a more con-
tinued sound is necessary, than for that ot any
other consonant. A being the most easily
articulated of the vowels, as arc B P and
A, of the consonants, we need not wonder
that the first words which children pro-
nounce, incvery couniry, should be composed
of that vowel, and of those consonants; and
that, for examyple, in every language, Baba,
Mama, Pupa, should be the primitive articu-
lations.  They are the most familiar soundsto
man, al the most natarat fo hiim, because the
most easily pronounced, and the letters of

[

which they are composed must exist wherever
there is any typicol mode for the denotation

of sounds. _
Itis to be observed, Liswever, that as the
sounds of sevoral consonants are nea rl.y similar,;
those,
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