http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY 91

those, for instance, of £ and P, of C and S,
of K and @, in certain cases; of 1) and T, of
IFand ¥V, of G and J, of G and K, of L and
R, so there may be many languages in which
such consonants are not to be found. But in
every language, there must bea Bora P,a
CoranS,aKora@Q,aDoraT,an For
a ¥ consonant,a G or a J consonart; an Lor
an R, and in the most contracted of all al-
phabets, there cannot be less than six or seven
consonants, for of that number therc are simple
sounds, which haveall a very sensible difference
from each other. Thosc children who do not
readily articulate 2, substitute L for it; andin
the place of T they articulate D). Indeed L
and 1) require more difficult movements in the
organs thaneither R or T'; and it is from this
difference, and from the-choice of consonants
morc or less easy of articulation, that the soft-
ness or the harshness of a language procceds.
But on this subject it would be superfluous to

enlarge. |
Some children pronounce distinctly, and
repeat whatever is said to them, at two years,
though the generality do not speak for the
first two years and a half, and often not so
early.
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