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o
early. It has been observed, that those who
are most hackward, never speak with the same
facility as those who begin to articulate more-
carly,and that those who are in that respect the
most forward, may learn to read beforc the
expiration of the third year. Some I have
myself known, who bad begun to read at two
years, and who read to admiration at four.
After all, it is difficult to determine whether

there is any advantage to be derived from such

premature education. With so little success

indeed, is it generally atlended, that we see and
hear of numbers, who, though they had been
prodigies at the age of four, eight, twelve, and
sixteen years, are found, however, at those of
twenty-five, or thirty, to be downright block-
heads, or men of very inferior abilities. I am
convinced, therefore, that education is the
best, which does not compel Nature, and
which is proportioned to the strength and

capacity of the child.
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