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NATURAL HISTORY 23

CHAPTER Il

OF PUBERTYX.

P UBERTY immediately succeeds childhood

and attends us to the end of our days.
Till this period arrives the sole object of Na-
ture seems to have been the growth and pre-
servation of her work. She supplies the in-
fant with nothing but what is necessary for its
bodily increase. Wrapped up, asit were, with-
in itself, its existence, in some respects, re-
sembles that of a vegetable, and which it has
not the power to communicate. Preseatly,
however, the principles of life multiply ; and
it not only possesses what is necessary for its
own being but sufficient to give existence to
others. This superabundance of life, this
source of strength and vigour, impatient of its
internal restraint, vents itself abroad, and the
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