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age of puhery is announced b a number of

external and infernal marks ; it is the spring'

.of life and th season of pleasure. Of that age

may w he enabled to write the history iyj(

Such CirCUfllSpeCtlOfl as to excite in the

ima-ginationnone philosophical ideas! Puher-

y, however, and the circumstances that ac

company it, as circumcision, castration, v irgi-

pity, and inhpOteflCy, are of to ocssciit in! COflSC-

quence in the Tin'tory of Man to allow a. sup

pression of facts to which they relate. In g'iv..

ing a detail of them we shall endeavour to nini ii

tarn that modest reserve which constiLucs the

frue decoru in of style, that philosophical aIm

thy which nIy destroy loose ideas, and give it

in words confined to (heir literal import and

original siguiiicaiAon.

Circumcision is a custern very ancient, and

which still subsists in the grcaest part of Asia.

Among the Hebrews this operation was per

formed within eight (lays after the birth. l ii

Turkey they iicvcr perform it. before the age

-of seven or eight years, and oflen not even tifl

that of eleven or twelve. In Persia, the prâc

tice is general at the age of five or six. The

wound thus occasioned is healed with caustic

or -astringent powders, or with burned paper,
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