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25 BUFFON’S

berty. They are scarcely ever concealed after
this age, when Nature makes violent efforts to
bring them forward: the same cffect is some-
times produced by some violent motion, as a
leap, a fall, &c. Even when the testicles do
not manifest themselves, the procreative pow-
ers are not the less perfect ; and it has been
observed, that persons in that situation arc
often the most vigorous.

There are men who have but one {csticle,
but this defect is of little consequence, and in
that case is much larger than the usual size.
Others have three, and such arve said to possess
a vast superiority of bodily force and vigour.
From a view of the animal creation, we
perceive how much these parts contribute to
strength and courage; how great, for exam-
ple, is the difference between a bull and an ox,
a wether and a ram, a capon and a cock.

The custom of castrating the human species
is of great antiquity. Among the Iigyptians
1t was the established punishment of adultery.
Among the Romans eunuchs were very nu-
merous ; and to this day in Asia, and a part of
Africa, men thus mutilated are employed to
attend and act as guards to the chastity of
the women. 1In Italy, the sole object of this

infamous
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