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NATURAL HISTORY. 29

infamous and cruel operation is to perfect the
voice. The llottentots cut out one testicle,
by the privation of which they imagine they
will become morc nimble racers.  In other
conntries, the poor people adont the practice
in order to prevent their childzen from being
able to generate, and Ly that means save them
from that distress and anguish whiclh they
themselves experience when they cannot pro-
care food for their support.

The cifferent kinds of -castraiion are nume-
rous ; ihose infended for vocal perfection only
suffer the cxtraction of the two testicles ; but
those who arc instigated by the givomy distrust.
of jealousy think their females far from being
safe if guarded by such eunuchs, nor will they
countenance any but what have had the exter-
nal parts of generation utlerly exterminated.

Amputation is not the only method used for
this purpose. Formcrly some people prevented
the growth of the testicles, and rendered them
useless by bathing their children in warm wa-
ter, or in decoctions of plants, and then pres-
sing and rubbing the testicles till the orgasiza-
tion was destroyed. Qthers compressed them
with an instrument, and it is pretended, that
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