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for example, does not always appear precisely
at the age of puberty : and there even cxist
whole nations ‘where the men have hardly any
beard. 'Thereis no nation, however, in which
the puberty of the female sex is not indicated
by the enlargement of the breasts.

Universally through the human species wo-
men arrive at puberty sooner than men.” But
that age is diflercut in different countries, and
seems 1o depend on the temperature of the
climate and the quality of the food.  Among
people who live at their ease, and feed plenti-
tully, children arrive at this state two or three
years sooner than those in the country, and
among the poorer classes of pcople, whose food
is less nourishing and more scanty. In the
southern parts of Europe, and in cities, the
majority of girls attain pubertly at about
twelve years, and boys at fourteen ; but in the
regions of the north, and in country places,
the former are hardly so at tourteen, or the
latter at sixteen. |

Should it be asked why females in every
climate are capable of engendering more early
than men ? It might be satisfactorily replied,
that men arve much larger and stronger, their
bones more hard, their muscles more firm and’

compact,
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