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NATURAL HISTORY. a1}

flow, 15 2 membranous kind of wrinkle, more
or less circular,and sometimes semi-lunar, with
an aperture, in some very small, and in others
more arge. - Dulaurent, Graaf, Pineus, Mau-
ricea, and other anatomisis, of at least equal
reputation and authority with those first quot-
ed, insist, on the other hand, that the mem-
brane of the hymen isnothing but a chimera, a
‘part by no mecans natural to girds, and express
their astonishment that it should have ever been
mentioned as a thing which has an actual and
real cxistence. In confirmation of this doc-
irine they adduce .a multitude of observations
made on girls of. different ages, whom they
had dissected, in none of whom this membrane
was {0'be found. They eonfess that they have
seen, though very rarely, a membrane that
united certain fleshy protuberances, which they
call caruncule myrtiformes; butthis membrane
they insist is by no means consonant to the na-
tural state of the parts. Anatomists are not
mere united as to the quality and number of
these carunculee.  Are they merely wrinkles
of thevagina? Are they distinct and separate
parts? Do they belong to the membrane of
the hymen? Is their number certain? Is
there only one, orare there many, in the state
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