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albus ; and, what evidently proves it to be fal
lacious, 1s the frequency of its repetition. In
some women four, and even five times, has this
pretended virginity been renewed in the space
of two or three years; and often been success-
fully practised by some on their deluded hus-
bands upon being suspeeted of incontinency,
and that purely by abstinence. This renovation,
however, only happens from the fourteenth to
about the eighteenth year. ‘When the growth
of the body is finished the parts remain in the
state they then are ; and when they assume a
different appearance, it is only by such expe-
dients and artifices as, te mention here, would
be alike unnecessary and improper.

As nothing, therefore, ean be more ehime~
rical than the prejudices of men, with respect
to virginity, so nothing can be more uneertain
than the pretended signs of it. A young woma
may have commerce with a man; before the
years of puberty, and yet discover nosiguns of
virginity ; yet afterwards, the period of puberty
being arrived, this'same woman shall exhibit
all these pretended signs, while a real virgin
may not have the smallest effusion whatevér.
Men, therefore, ought to make themselves very
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