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to devote their daughters to their chiefs. In
this manner, without any dishonour, do they
prostitute their daughters in the kingdom of
Congo. Nearly the sameis thecustominTyrkey,
in Persia, and in several other countries, both of
Asia and Africa, where the most eminent nobles
deem themselves, in the highest degree, ho-
noured by receiving from their sovereign, wo-
znen with whom he is himself already disgusted.
- In the kingdom of Arracan, and in the
Philippine islands, a man would think himself
much disgraced were he to espouse a female
who had not been defloured 5 and it is only by
dint of moncy that a person can be prevailed
with to precede the husband. In.the province
of Thibet, a mother will search for a stranger,
and ¢arnestly beg of him to put her daughter
in a situation for cbtaining a husband. The
Laplanders also prefer such women as have
already had a commerce with strangers, from
an idea that they must be possesscd of more
merit than others, otherwise they could not
have pleased men whom they consider as bettex
judges of beauty than themselves. In Mada-
gascar, and in several other countries, women
the most dissolutc and debauched are those
who are married the soonest, Many more in-

stances
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