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tinence in either se diseases may arise, or at

least create irritations soviolent, that reason and

religion would not be sufficient to counteract the

impetuosity of the passions which they excite,

and thus man may be reduced to a level with

the brutes, which, under the impression ofsuch

sensations, become furious and ungovernable.

The most violent effect of this irritation in

women is the furor uterinus, a kind of mania,

which disorders their reason and bereaves them

of all sense of shame. With 'words the most

lascivious, and with actions the most indecent,

is this melancholy distemper accompanied and

its origin revealed. I have seen a girl at the

age oftwelve years, of a brown but lively and

florid complexion, small in size, yet strong and

plump, commit the most indecent actions at

the very sight of a man, from which nothing

could divert her, neither the presence of

her mother, expostulation, nor punishment.

Her reason, however, forsook her not, and the

paroxysms, which were so violent as to excite

horror, ceased the minute she was left with her

own sex. Aristotle says, it is at this age the

irita1 ion is greatest, and girls ought then to be

most attentively watched. The remark may

be applicable to the climate in wliickhe lived,
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