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NATURAL HISTORY. 51

but in countries more cold, the female consti-
tution does not become warm so early.

When the furor uterinus increases to a cer-
tain degree marriage is no remedy for it, and
instances there are of its being fatal. Happily
the force of Nature is rarely of itself the cause -
of such dreadful passions, even when the teme
perament inclines to them ; aud before they ar~
rive at this extremity many causes must concur,
of which the principal is, an imagination in-
flamed by licentious conversation and obscene
representations. The contrary temperament
is infinitely more common among women, the
generality of whom are, with respect to this
passion, exceedingly cool or indifferent. . Of
men too, there are many in whose chastity there
is little merit ; and some I have known, who,
at the age of twenty+five and thirty, enjoyed a
good state of health without having ever ex-
perienced this passion so urgent as to render a
gratification necessary.

From continence there is less to be feared
than from excess, as is strikingly evinced in a
number of men, some of whom, by the effects
of the latter, lose their memory ; some are de-
prived of sight ; some become bald, and many

have dwindled into a consumption and died.
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