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52 RUFFON 3

- Of the irreparable injury done to their
health by venereal indulgences, young persons
can never be sufliciently warned. Ilow many
cease to be men, or who al least cease to enjoy
the faculty of manhood, before the age of
thirty 2 And how many at fifteen, oreighteen,
have received the infection of a discase, which
is not only in itself disgraceful, but often in-
curable.

It has already been observed, thatat the age
ofpubcrfy, the growth usually ceases. It often
bappens, however, that in the course of a
tedious illness, the body increases more in
Iength, than would have been the case ina state
of perfect health. This is probably occasioned
by the external organs of generation remaining
without action during that period. The or-
ganic nutriment, having no irritation to defer-
mine it to those parls, does not reach them ;
and the want of this irritation is owing to an
imbecility and lassitude of the parts, w hich
prevent the secretion of the seminal fluid. As
the organic particles, therefore, remain in the
mass of blood, the extremities of the bonesﬁ
are necessarily enlarged, nearly in the same
manner as those of cunuchs. Thus young
people, on their recovery from a long course:
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