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NATURAL HISTORY. 53

of sickmess, are frequently taller, but worse
shzipcd, than formerly. Some, for instancc,
become crocked-backed, others crook-legged ;
and this, because the still ductile extremitics
of the bones have been necessarily extended by
the superfluity of the organic particles, whose
only oilice, in a state of health, would have
Deen the formation of the seminal fluid.

To produce children is the object of mar-
riage, though this object is sometimes frustraf-
ed. Among the diflerent causes of sterility
there are some alike common to men and wo-
men ; but as in men they are more apparent,
to men they are more commonly attributed.
In both sexes, sterility is occasioned cither by
an inherent defect in the conformation of the
organs, or by accidental injuries to the organs
themselves. Among men, the most essential
imperfections in the conformation are those
which aflect the testicles, or those parts called
the erectores penis.  'The false divection of the
urethra, which is scrctimes not ouly oblique,
but badly perforated, is another obstacie to
gencration ; as is the adirerence of the prepuce
to the bridle, which may, however, be cor-
rected. In women, the conformation of the
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