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Some authors have mentioned two signs of
conception. The one is, a kind of tremor
which they say begins at the time of concep-
tion, and continucs for several days after ; the
other is taken from the orifice of the matrix,
which they assure us is entirely closed after
conception.  These signs are, however, in my
opinion, very equivocal, if not altogether ima-
ginary. |

This tremor is mentioned by Hippocrates,
and, according to him, it is so violent as to
make the teeth chatter. Galen,on the authority
of some women, imputes this symptom to a
contraction of the matrix ; others explain it
by a vague sensation of cold over the whole
bedy, and- almost all establish the fact, like
Galen, from the testimony of different women.

Opinions, however, vary as to the changes
which happen in the matrix after conception,
somc maintaining, that the edges of the orifice
are drawn together so closely that there is not
the smallest vacancy left between them ; and
others, that these edges are not exactly close
till after the two first months of pregnancy.
They nevertheless agree, that immediately
after conception the orifice is closed by a glu-
tinous humour ; that the matrix, which, but
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