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for the pregnancy, might receive through its

orifice a substance of the size of a pea, has 110

longer any perceptible aperture, and that the

difference is so evident that a skilfuI midwife

may distinguish it. If these assertions were

true, even in the first days of pregnancy, it

certainty or uncertainty might be ascertained.

The advocates on the other side urge, that

if after conception the orifice of the matrix

were closed,' there could be no superfta1ion.

To this it may be replied, that the seminal li

quor may penetrate through the membranes of

the matrix; that even the matrix itself may

open to admit the supcrfatation; arid that at

any rate supcrftations happen so rarely, that

they make a very trifling exception to the gene

ral rule. Other authors have maintained, that

this change never appears but in women who

have conceived before, and borne children. In

first conceptions, indeed, the difference must

be less sensible; but be it as conspicuous as it

may, ought we thence to conclude that it is a

certain and positive sign? No; it is unaccom

panied with sufficient evidence,

Neither from the study of anatomy, nor

from experiments, can we, as to this point,

acquire more than general conclusions, Mhch
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