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‘When themind is affected with ardent desire,
or reflects with regret upon some good unat-
tained or lost, it feels an internal emotion,
awhich.acting trpon the diaphragm, clevates the
Jangs, and produces a sigh ; when the mind per-
geives no prospect . of relief the sighs are res
peated, sorrew succeeds, and tears often follow;
the air rushes into the lungs, and gives rise-to
an inspiration stronger than sighs, termed sob-
bing, in which the veice becomes moreevident ;
from this it proceeds to groans, which are a
species of sobs continued to some length, and
are longer or shorter according to the degree
of anxiety the mind is labouring under. The
plaintive shriek is a groan expressed with a
sharp :tone of voice ; which when violently
excited, generally continues the same tone
throughout, but when moderate, usually falls
at theend. - . = |
Laughter is.a sound of the voice, interrupted
and pursued for some continuance. The mus-
cles of the belly, and the diaphragm, are em-
ployed in its weaker exertions ; but those of
the ribs are iviolently agitated in. the stronger ;
the'head and : b:i.:eq_st-aré- somctimes thrown fors
ward, in order to raise them with the greater
| ease.
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