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NATURAL IIISTORY. 75

The difterent customs of men appear still
more extravagaot in their manner of wearing
their beards. - Some, and among others the
Turks, cut the hair oft' their heads, and Iet
their beards grow. 'The Europeans, on the
contrary, shave their beards and wear their
hair. The American savages pluck the hairs
off their beards, but are proud of those on the
head ; the Negroes shave their heads in figures
at onc time, in stars at another, and still more
commonly in-alternate stripes. The Tala-
poins of Siam shave the heads and the eye-
brows of such children as are committed to
their care. Every nation secms to have enter-
tained different prejudices, at different times,
in favour of one part or another of the beard.
Some have preferred the hair upon the upper
lip to that on the chin; some like the hair
hanging down; soeme chuse it curled ; and
others like it straight.

Though fashions have arisen in diflerent
countries from fancy and caprice, yet when
they have become general they deserve exami-
nation. Mankind have always considered it as
a matter of moment, and they will ever con-
tinue desirous of drawing the attention of cach

ether, by such ernaments as mark the riches,
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