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NATURAL HISTORY. 81

in other creatures is only the upper part of
the thigh, and by no means similar : man be-
ing the only animal that can support himself
perfectly erect, the peculiar hardness of this
part enables him to sustain that position.

The human feet-are also difterent from those
of all animals, even apes notexcepted. I'he foot
of the ape is rather a kind of aukward hand; its
toes, or rather fingers, are long, and that in
the middle longest of all ; the foot also wants
the heel. In man the sole of the foot is broader
and more adapted to maintain the equilibrium
of the body in walking, dancing, or running.
- T'he nails are smaller in man than those of
any animal. If they werc much longer than
the extremities of the fingers, they would ob-
struct the management of the hand. Such sa-
vages as sufler them to grow long, make usc of
them inflaying and tearinganimals, but though
their nails are considerably larger than ours,
they are yet by no means to be compared to
the hoofs or the claws of other animals.

There is little known exactly with regard to
the proportion of the human figure, for the same
parts do not bear similiar proportions in any
two individuals ; nor even in the same, for sel-
dom is it that the right leg or arm is of equal
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