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32 BUFFON'S

dimensions with the left. It 1s not by taking
an exact resemblance that we can determine on
the best proportion of the human figure; we
must seek for it in taste and sentiment, which
have exceeded the Iaws of mechanism in the
rmitation of Nature ;and in which imitation we
recognize her perfections more conspicuously
than in her own productions ; and by the same
rule the beauty of the best statues is much bet-
ter conceived by observation than by measure-
ment. The ancients executed statuesin so high
a degree of perfection, that they have ever been
considered as exact representations of the most
perfect aman figures. These statues, which
were at first copied after the human form, are
now considered as the most perfect models of
it; and for this plain reason, that they were
not formed after any one tndividual, but from
a diligent obscrvation of the perfect symmetry
that was to be collected, as it were, from the
wholespecies. In doing this, these artists also
considered each part of the human frame
should be of certain dimensions to become the
standard of perfection ; for instance, that the
body should be ten times the length of the faces
and that the face should also be divisible into
three equal parts, the first form the hair on the
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