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WATURAY, HISTORY. &5

five feet seven inches; and such as fall under

these measures are said to be of small stature.

Women in general are two or three inches
shorter than men. As for giants and dwarfs,

of them we shall have occasion to speak in an-

other place.

Though the body of a man is more exter-
nally delicate than that of any animal, it is
exceedingly muscular, and for its size perhaps
morestrong. Were we to compare the strength
of'a lion with that of a man, we ought {o con-
sider that the former is armed with teeth and
talons, which give a false idea of its power.
'The arms which man has received from Na-
ture are not offensive ; and happy were it if
Art had pever furnished him with weapons
more terrible than those which arm the paws
of the lion. |

But there is another, and perhaps a more
just manner of comparing the strength of man
with that of animals, namely by the weights
which either can carry.  We are assured that
the porters of Constantinople carry burthens
900 pounds weight ; and M. Desaguliers tells
us of a man in an upright posture, who, by
distributing a cerlain number of weights, In
such a manner that every part of his body
i . bore
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