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NATURAL ILISTORY. 87

sand lecagues are these people said fo travel in
less than six weeks, or two months. Birds
excepted, whose muscles are indeed stronger in
proportion than those of any other animal, no
other creature could support such a conti-
nuance of fatigue. The civilized man is ige
norant of -his own strength ; nor is he sensible
how much he loses of it by effeminacy, and
liow he might add to it by the habit of vigor-
ols exercise. .

Somectimes we find men of ex‘raordinary
strength;  but this gift of Nature, which
would De. valuable to them in a primitive
state, is of very trifling service with the. po-
lished part of mankind, among whom mentat
perfections are held in higher estimation than
bodily, and manual exertions are confined to

persons of the lowest classes. .

- Men are much stronger.than women ; and
this superiority they have too often employed,
by tyranmnically enslaving a:sex, which was
formed to partake with them:.the pleasures as
well as the pains of life. Savage nations subject
their women to a continued serics of labour.
On them is imposed every office of .drudgeryy
while the husband indolently reclines in. his
bammock. From this inaciive situation he is
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