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90 BUFFON'S

tica and Asia, in order to erlarge the countc-
nance, compress the heads of their children
between two planks, othets flatten them from
the crown only, and others exertevery effort to
render them round. Every nation, and every
individual, has a peculiar prejudice, or taste,
with respect to beauty, which probably origi-
nales from some pleasing impression received
in infancy, and therefore depends more, per-
haps, on habit and chance thzm on the dispoa
sition of eur organs.

When we come to treat of the dlfferent
senscs, we shall perhaps be able to determine
what stress is to be laid on the ideas of beauty
which we receive from the eyes. In the mean
time let us examine the human countenance
as it appears when agitated by the passions.
In grief, joy, love, shame; and compassion,
the eyes swell, and: overflow with tears. The
effusion of these is always accompanied with a
tension of the muscles of the face, which opens
the mouth. Fhe natural meisture in the nose
becomes increased by the tears flowing through
the lachrymal duets ; they do not, however,
flow uniformty, but burst oit by intervals.

In sorrow the corners of the mouth are low-

ored the under lip raxsed, the eye-lids neaxly
. closed,
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