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NATURAL IIISTORY. 13

visionaries have formed of perpetuating life by
some particular panacea, as that of the trans-
fusion of the blood ofone living creature into
the body of another, must have died with them-
selves, didd not self-love co stanily cherish our
credulity, even to the persuasion of some
things which are in themselves impossible, and
to the doubt of others, of which every day
there are demonstrative proofs.,

When the constitution of the body 1s sound,
it is perhaps possible; by moderation in the
passions, by temperance and sobiiety, to
lenzthen life for a few years. DButeven of this
there seems to be an uncertainty, for if it is ne-
cessary that the body should employ its whole
strength, that it should consume all its powers
by labour and exercise, whence .could any
benefit accrue from regimen and abstinence ?
Men no doubt there are who have surpassed
the usual period of human existence , and not
o mention Par, who lived {o the age of 144,
and Jenkins to that of 163, as recorded in the
Philosophical Transactions, we have many in-
stances of the prolongation of life to 110, and
even to 120 years; yet this longevily was oce
casioned by no peculiar art or management ;
on the contrary, it appears that the generality
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