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of them were peasants, huntsmen, or labour-
ers, men who had employed their whole bo-
dily strength, and even abused ity if to abuse
it is possible, otherwise than by continual idle-
ness and debauchery. |

Besides, if we reflect that the Earopean, the
Negro, the Chinese, and the American, the
civilized man and the savage, the vich and the
poor, the inhabitant of the city, and the in-
dhabitant of the country, however different iu
other respects, ave yet entirely similar as to
the period allotied for their existence; if we
reflect that the difference of race, of climate,
of nourishment of accommodation, makes no
diffcrence in the ferin of life; that men who
teed on raw flesh, or on dried fish, on sago, or
on rice, on cassava, or on roots, live as long as
those who feed on bread and prepared meats,
we must be still more strongly coavinced that
the duration of life depends not either on ha-
bits, customs, or on the qualities of particalar
food, and that nothing can change the laws
of that mechanism, by which the number of
our yearsare regulated, butiexcesses of luxury
or infemperance.

It'in the duration of life therc is any difs
ference, it ovght seemingly to he ascribed to
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