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ductile, the bones, the mnscles, &c. necessarily
retained their primitive softness and -ductility
longer. < As the body, therefore, did. mot at-
tain its complete expansion,.nor its generative
powers, for.-120 or 180 years, the duration of
life would be proportioned {o. .that time, rc-
quired for the growth, as it is to this day. " In
the supposition, for example, that the age of
puberty was originally at. the years of 130, as,
it.is now at the age of 14, it will appecar, that
the period-of human existence has always been
proportionally the sameias it is at present, since
by multipiying;‘ those two numbers by seven,
for instance, we. shall find that the age of the
presen_t't'i. race will be 98 years, as those, in the
first age 910. It is probable, then, that.the
duration'of ;_hun_lla,_n life deérea,s_ed*in' proportion
as the. solidity,of the surface of the earth in-
cr_easedg-a‘gd that the'ages from the creation, to
the time of David, having been sufficient to
communicate to terrestrial substances all the
consistency which they are capable of acquir-
ing by the pression of gravity, the surface of
the carth has ever since remained in the same
condition, and the limits of the growth of its
different pijoductions have been fixed, as well
as those of the duration of life, .
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