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NATURAY, HISTORY.

Independent - ‘of acc1denta1 maladies which
happen at every age, but become ‘more dan-
gerous and more frequent ‘at the latter peribds
of life, all men are’ subject’ to " natural in-
firmities, that originate solely from a decay of
the different parts of the body. The muscular
powers lose their firmness, the head shakes, the
hands tremble, the legs totter, and the sensi-
bility of the nerves decreasing, every sense be-
cemes blunted. - But the most striking" in-
firmity ‘is, that men vei'y aged, are unequal to
the office of generation.  Of this inability
two causes may be assigned, a defect of tension
in the external organs, and a decay’of tha
seminal fluid.* Thé latter defect, however,
may be supplied by'a young womari’y and- thus
it is that we sometimes see men at ‘an advanced
period of life become fathers, but; then' they
have a much less share in their children than
5oung ones ; and thence it happens, that'young
persons, when married _to old ' ien, deerepid

. * ‘Qur author here enters into a repetition of the nature
of the organic animalcules, and to.account for.the defect of

tension in the external organs, but Whlch we have passed
over, not doubting our. readers Would feel the proprlety of
his concludmg remark, that this was an n'npropér place for

such dis¢ussions,
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