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NATURAL HISTORY. 105G

perceptible degrees.  Day after day is life con-
suming, and cvery hour is some one or other
of our faculties, or vital principles, perishing
before the rest.  Death, therefore, is only the
Jast shade in the picture; and it is probable
that man suffers a greater change in passing
from youth to age, than from age into the
grave. In the instant of the formation of the
feetus life is as yet nothing, or next to nothing.
It extends and acquires consistence and force
as the body increases, and as soon as the latter
begins to decrease the former decreases also,
till its final extinction. As our life begins by
degrees, so by dcgrees it is terminated.

Why, then, be afraid of death, if our lives
have been such as not to 'make us apprehend
the consequences of futurity 2 Why be afraid
of that moment which is preceded by an in-
finity of others of the same kind 2 Death is
as natural as life, and both happen to us in the
same manner, withoutour having the smallest
sense or perception of them. If we enquire of
thosc whose office it is to attend the sick and
the dying, we shall find, that, except in a very
few acute cases, attended with convulsions,
people expire quietly, and without the smallest
indication of pain. Even when dreadful ago-
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