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NATURATL HiSTORY. 11]

all the marks of surprize and nneasiness.  ffe
now seems not to believe, what he bad been -
deavouring' lo impress upon others ; be hod
only, some doubt, some uncasiness, about L.
situation ; ,but his hopes were far greater thsn
his fears; and but for the gloomy as-iduity,
the parade of woe, which generally surrounds
a death-bed, and too often embitters the lz:t
moments, he would be insensible of kis z .-
proaching dissolution.
. By no means is death so dreadful, therefore,
as we suppose it {o be. It isa spectre which
terrifies us at a distance, but disappears whea
weapproach it more closely. Qur concepiions
of it are formed by prejudice, and dressed up
by fancy. 'We consider it not only as a mis-
fortune greater than any other, but as onc ac-
companied by the most excruciating anguish.
Dcath, it is said, must be terrible, since it is
suflicient to scparate the soul from the body ;
the pain must also be of considerable duration,
since time is measured by the succession of ouy
ideas ; one minute of pain, in which these ideas
succeed each other with a rapidity proportion-
ed to the agony we sufler, must appear longer
than a whole age, in which they flow in their
usual gentleness and tranquillity.  In such
l)hiluxni“‘z \
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