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NATURAL HISTORY. 118

that he can imagine the pangs he feels are
equal to an hour, a day, an age? These points
we shall endeavour to discuss.

I own thesuccession of our ideas is, in reality,
the only natural measure of time ; and that, in
proportion as ‘hey flow with more are less uni-
formity, they appear of longer or shorter du-
ration. DBut in this measure there is an unit,
or fixed point, which is neither arbitrary nor
indefinite, but determined by Nature, and cor-
respondent to our organization. = Between two
ideas which succeed cach other, there must be
an interval that separates them ; however quick
one thought may be, a little time is required
before it can be followed by another, no suc-
cession being possible in an indivisible instant.
T'he same observation holds with respect to the
sensations of the body. A transition from pain
to pleasure, or even from one pain to another,
requires a certain interval. This interval, by
which our thoughts and scnsations are neces-
sarily scparated, is the unit I mention; and it
can neither be extremely long, nor extremely
short ; it must even be nearly upon an cquality
in its durationy as it depends upon the nature
of the mind, and the organization of the body.,
whose movements can have but one ceriain
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