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forward to death, if not with indifference at
least without terror.

In viewing things as they arc consisis the
spirit of true philosophy. With this philoso«
phy our internal sensations would always cor-
respond, were they not perverted by the illu-
sions of imagination, and by the unfortunate
habit of fabricating phantoms of excessive
pains and of pleasure. . Nothing appears ter-
rible nor charming but what is at a distance.
To obtain a certain knowledge of either we
must have the resolution, or the wisdom, to
take a close and particular view of them, and
all their extraordinary circumstances will dis- -
appear.

If there be any thing necessary to confirm
what has been said concerning the gradual
cessation of life, we might find it in the un-
certainly of the signs of death. By consulting
the writers on this subject, and particularly
Winslow and Bruhier, we shall be convinced,
that between life and death the shade is often
so undistinguishable that all the powers of
medical art are insufficient to determine upon
it. According to them, ¢ the colonr of the
face, the warmth of the body, the suppleness of
the joints, are but equivocal signs of life ; and

that
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