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that the paleness of the complexion, the cold-

ness of the body, the stiffness of the

extre.,iiities, the cessation of all motion, and the

total insensibility of the parts, are signs to th

full as cquivocalofdeath.
"

it is also the same

with regard to the cessation of the pulse, and

of repration, which are sometimes so effect.ii

ally kept under, that it is impossible to obtain

the smallest perception ofeither. By carrying

a mirror, or candle, to the mouth of a person

supposed to be dead, people expect to find

whether lie breathes or not ; but in this expe

riment there is little certainty ; the mirror is

often sullied after death has taken place, and

remains unclouded while the person is still

alive. Neither do burning nor scarifying,

noises in the ears, nor pungent spirits appjed

to the nostrils, give indubitable proofs of the

discontinuance of life; many are the instances

of persons who have undergone all such trials

without shewing any signs of 1ifi, and yet, to

the astonishment of the spectators, recovered

afterwards without the smallest. assistance.

Nothing can be more evident than that life,

in some cases, has a near resemblance to death,

and therefore that we ought to be extremely

cautious of renouncing, and committing too

hastily to the grave, the bodies of our Him

creatures.
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