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their dead : they clothe them, they speak to
them, they recite their exploits, they extol
their virtues; while we, who pique ourselves
on our sensibility, with hardly anappearance
of humanity, forsake and fly from them, we
neither desire to see, nor have courage nor in-
clination to speak to them, and even avoid
every place which may recall their idea to our
minds. Than savages themselves, then, do
we, in this respect, discover either mo:e indif-
ference or more weakness.

Having thus given a history of life, and of
death, as they rclate to the individual, let us
now consider them both, as they affect the
whole species. Man dies at every age ; and
thongh in gencral the duration of his life is
Iongerjthan that of most animals, yet it is more
uncertain and more variable.

. Of late years attempts have been made to
ascertain the degrees of such variations, and te
establish, by different observations, some cer-
tainly as te the mortality of men at different
ages. Were such observations sufficiently ex-
actand numerous they would be admirably cal-
eulated to give a knowledge of the number of
people, their increase, the consumption of pro-
visions, and of a number of other- important
| - objects.
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