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NATURAL IIISTORY. 139

sistency, the rays of light strike but cen-
tasedly upon theretina. Before the sixth week,
children turn their eyes indiscriminately upon
every object, without appearing to be affected
by any, but at about this time they begin to
fix them upon the most briliant colours, and
scem peculiarly desirous of turning them +to-
wards the light ; this cxercise does not give
any cexact notion of objects, but strengthens:
the eye, and qualifies it fer future vision.
The first great errer in the sense of seeing,
i» the inverted representation of objects upon
the retina, and, till the sense of feeling has
served to undeceive it, the child actually be-
holds every thing upside down. 'The second
error in carly vision is, that every object ap-
pears double; from the same ebject being
formed distinctly upon eacheye. This illusion
likke the other, can only be corrected by chil~
dren from their being in the practice of bard-
lng different objects, and from which practice
alone it is that they learn things are neither
inverted nor double, and custom induces them
to believe they see ebjects 1n the position the
touch represcnts them to the mind; and there-
fore, were we denied the sense of teeling, that
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