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140 BUFFON’S

of seeing would not only deceive us as to the
situation, but as to the number of every object
around us.

We may easily be convinced that objects ap-
pear inverted, (which arises from the structure
of the eye) by admitting the light to pass into
a darkened room through a small aperture,
when the images of the objects without will be
represented upon the wall in an taverted posi-
tion; for, as all the rays which issue from their
different points cannot enter the hole in the
same extent and position which they had in
leaving the object, unless the aperture was as
large as the object itself ; as every part of the
object sends forth its image on all sides ; as the
rays which from those images flow from all
points of the object, as from so many centres,
those only can pass through the small aperture
which come in opposite directions. Thus the
hole becomes a centre for the entire object,
through which the rays from the upper, as
well as from the lower parts of it, pass in con-
verging directions ; and, of consequence, they
must cross each other at this centre, and thus

represent the objects upon the wall, in an
inverted position.

That
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