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146 BUFFON'S

most pleasing 1o his siglit ; nor could he help
testifying his disappointment in finding his pa-
rents less handsome than he had conceived
them to be. Before he could distinguishy that
pictures resembled solid bodies above twe
months elapsed ; till then he only considered
them as surfaces deversified by a variety of co-
lours ; but when he began to perceive that these
shadings actually represented human beings;,
he expected also to find their inequalities ; and
great was his surprise to find smooth and even
what he had supposed a very uncqual surface;
and he inquired whether the deception existed
in fecling or sceing. He was then shewn a
miniature portrait of hi- father, which was
contained in his mother’s watch-case, and
though he readily perceived the resemblance,
vet he expressed his amazement how so large a
facc could be comyprised in so small a compass
to him it appeared as strange as that a pint
vessel should contain a bushel. At first he
could bear but avery small quantity of light,
and every object appeared larger than thelife ;
but in proportion as he cbserved objects
that were in reality large, he conceived the
others to be equally diminished. Beyond the

limits of what he saw he had no conception
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