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154 BUFFON'S

ther off than a flambeau that is dim. Of
these facts, rclative to the influence of light,
we have a still stronger proof in the variation
between a microscope and {clescope, both of
them instruments of the same kind, increasing
the visible angles of objects, whether they be
really minute or rendered so by distance, and
yet the latter docs not magnify beyond a
thousand times, whercas the former will exceed
a million, and this difference plainly ariscs
solely from the degree of light, for could the
distani object be additionally illuminated, tele-
scopes would have the same eltect upon distant
objects as microscopes have upon small bodies.
But it is only by comparing the size of the
angle formed in the retina of the eye, the de-
gree of light which illuminates the adjacent and
intermediate objects, and the strength of light
which proceeds from, or is reflected by the ob.
ject itself, that we can conclude upon the dis-
tance at which any particular body will be
visible.

The power of sceing objects at a distance is
very ¥arely equal in both eyes. When this
inequality is great, the person so circumstanced
generally shuts that eye with which hesces the
least, and employs the other with all its power,
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