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examined, who were in similar circumstances,
and I have always found, that the cye whicl
saw every object Dbest, saw it also largest.
This may be ascribed to particular habits ;
for near-sichted people being accustomed to
approach close to the object, and to view but
a small part of it at a time, they acquire a
small standard for magnitude, and when the
whole of the object is seen, it necessarily ap-
pears smaller to them than to others, whose
vision is more enlarged.

There have been many instances of persons
becoming short-sighted on a sudden, therefore
attributing it to the roundness or prominence
of the eye is by no means certain. Mr. Smith,
in his Optics, speaks ofa young man that became
short-sighted as he quitted a cold bath, and who
was under the necessity of using a concave glass
all his life after ; and it cannot be supposed that
the vitreous humours were instantly inflated so
as to cause this difference in vision. Short-
sightedness may arise from the position of the
various parts of the eye, especially the retina,
from aless degree of sensibility in the retina, or
the smallness of the pupil. Inthe two first cases
a concave glass may be used to advantage, but

yet objects will not be seen so far, or so distinct,
through
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