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158 BUFFON'S

distincl are frequently confounded by writers
on optics, yet they are very diilerent 5 for we
snay be said, for instance, to clearly sec a
tower, as soon as we get a view of 1t, but we
must approach near enough to distinguish its
cemponent parts before we sce it distinctly.
Men in years see clearly, but not distinctly ;
they can discern large bodies at a distance, but
cannol distinguish small objects, as the charac-
iers in a boolk, without the help of magnifying
olasses.  On the contrary, short-sighted pec-
ple sce small objects distinctly, but nced the
aid of concave glasses to reduce large ones.
“uch light is also nccessary for clear sight,
while a small quantity is suflicient for distinct
vision.

When an object is extremely brilliant, or we
fix cur cyes too long upon the same object, the
organ is hurt and fatigued, vision becomes in-
distinct, and the image oi the object, having
madetoo viclentanimpression, appears painted
on cvery thing we look at, and mixes with every
object that occurs.  IHow dangerous the look-
ing upon bright and luminous objects 1s to the
sightty 1s evident from the effect it has on the
inhabitants of countries which are covered for
ihe grealest part of the year with snow; and
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