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the touch, the ideas which it excites. It coma
municates no distinct intelligence of the dis-
tance from whence a sounding body is heard : a
great noise far oft,and a small one near, produce
the same sensation, and, unless we receive aid
from some other serse, we can never distinctly
tell whether the sound be a great or a small one.
It is not till we have, by experience, become ac-
quainted with any particularsound that we can
judge of the distance from whence we hear it ;
but if, for example, we hear the sound of a bell,
weare at no great loss to determine its distaiice,
any more than we arc of that of a cannon from
the report, judging in both cases from similar
gounds, which we have been previously ac=
quainted with.

Every body that strikes against another pro-
duces a sound which is simple in bodies non-
clastic, but is often repeated in snch as are clas-
tic. If we sirike a bell, a single blow produces
a sound, which is repeated while the sonorous
body continues to vibrate. ‘I'hese undulations
succeed each other so fast, that the ear supposes
them one continued sound ; whereas, in reality,
they form many. A circumstance of this kind

bappened to myself, for lying on the bed
half
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