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NATURAL HISTGRY. 167

Hearing is a much more nccessary sense to

mau than to any other animal. In the latter
it is only a warning against danger, or an en-
couragement to mutual assistance. In man, it
is the source of mest of his pleasures, and
without it the rest of his senses would be of
little benefit. A man born deaf must ne-
cessarily. be dumb, and his whole sphere of
knowledge must be bounded by sensual sbjects.
\We shall here notice a singular instance of a
young man, who, born deaf, at the age of
24 suddenly acquired the faculty of hearing.
'The account, which is given in the Memoirs
of the Academy of Sciences, 1703, page 18,
is 1a substance as follows:

‘¢ A young man, of the town of Chartres,
aged about 24, the son of a tradesman, who
had been deaf and dumb from his birth, began
io speak of a sudden, to the utter astonishment
of the whole town. He gave his friends {o
understand, that for threecor fourmonths before,
he had heard the sound of the bells, and was
greatly surprised at this new and unknown sen-
sation. After some time a kind of water issued
from his left ear, and he then heard perfectly
well with both. During these three months

he
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