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mind is, in some measure, totally under the
control of its immediate sensations.

It is possible, nevertheless, to communicate
ideas to deaf men, and cven to give them pre-
cise notions of general subjects, by means of
signs, and by .writing. A person born deaf,
may be taught to read, to write, and even by
the motion of the lips to understand what is
said to him; a plain proof how much the
senses resemble, and may supply the defects of
cach other.

On this subject it may not be improper to
quote a fact, of which I was myself a wit-
ness. One M. Pereire, a native of Portugal,
who had made it his particular study to teach
persons born deaf and dumb, brought to my
house a young man who was thus unhappily
circumstanced. He was at the. age of nine-
teen, in the month of July, 1746, when M.
Pereire undertook to teach him to speak and
read. More than four months had not elapsed,
when he was capable of pronouncing syllables
and words; and in the space of ten months, he
perfectly understood, and could, with tolerable
distinctness, pronounce about thirteen hundred
different words, This education, so favour-
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