http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

170 BULFLKON'S

ably begun, was interrupted for nine months
by the absence of the master; who ther
found him far less intellicent than he had left
him. His pronunciation was vitiated, and ot
the words he had learned most of, he retained
not the smallest remembrance. M. Pereire
accordingly rencwed his instructions in the
month of Febrnary, 1748 ; amd from that time
he never left him till June 1749. At one of
the meetings of the French Academy this
young man was brought them, and had several
questions proposed to him in writing. To
these his answers, whether written or verbal,
were highly satisfactory. Ilis pronunciation,
indeed, was slow, and the sound of his voice
was harsh ; but at thesc defeets there is littke
cause to wonder, as it is by imitation alone that
our organs arc cnabled to form precise, soft,
and well-articulated sounds,and, as this young
man was deaf, he could net be expected to imi-
tate what he did not hear ; but which harsh-
ness, by the assiduity and skill of bis master,
might, however, in some degree, be corrected

afterwards.
In the above case, the expedition of the
master, and the progress of the pupil, who
indecd
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