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NATURAL HISTORY. 171

indeed seemed to be no wise deficient in point
of natural ability and understanding, are an
ample proof, that persons born deaf and dumb
may, by art, be brought to converse with other
men ; and I am persuaded that, had this
young man been instructed so carly as at the
age of seven or eight, he would have attained
as great a number of ideas as mankind possess

in general.

CHAPTER VII1E. .

OF THE SENSES IN GENERAL,

S
—

THE animal bedy is composed of different
matters, of wliich seme are insensible,

as the bones, the fat, the blood, &c. .and
others, as the membranes and the nerves, ap-
pear to be active substances, on which depend
the action of every member. The nerves are
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